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ARTS & CULTURE

Museum Month offers 30 spots with one membership

Membership at a local museum
offers perks year-round: free
admission, early registration op-
portunities for high-demand pub-
lic programs (including summer
camps), discounts
at sublime museum
stores and cafes,
etc.

Less obvious,

but maybe as im-
Dave portant, is that a
Walker museum member-
—————— ship supports your
favorite museum’s

mission. Curators, archivists,
historians, educators, registrars,
catalogers, preparators, front-of-
house staff and other museum
professionals craft gallery experi-
ences, execute engaging public
programs and preserve all the
artwork and artifacts.

Your friends, neighbors, bowl-
ing or barstool buddies and
parent-group allies working these
professions are all essential play-
ers in the New Orleans cultural
economy.

Think of a museum website’s
“support” button as a digital tip jar
paying toward the preservation of
our history, arts and culture.

A museum membership’s value
expands exponentially each Au-
gust, when the New Orleans &
Company Museum Month promo-
tion opens the doors of dozens of
institutions. All month long, one
museum membership provides
free admission for two at 30 or so
participating institutions.

The list is online at neworleans.
com/museum-month. The site
also contains an explainer about a
“passport” program that awards
a free museum membership to
the most intrepid museumgoers,
handy membership links to all
of the museums that offer them,
as well as suggested itineraries
sorted by theme: history, art, for
families, etc.

The itinerary I'm offering here
is specific to “changing” or “spe-
cial” — meaning “temporary” —
exhibits, so see ’em while you got
‘em.

For most of these, there are
episodes on my “Museumgoer”
podcast featuring interviews with
curators, collectors and artists.
There’s a blog post at themuseum-
goer.com with links.

m At the New Orleans Jazz Museum,
“The First Piano Professors and
Lost Music of Early New Orleans”
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Visitors explore the U.S. Freedom Pavilion: The Boeing Center at the National WWII Museum in New Orleans.
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‘Michalopoulos: Mystical Expressionism’ is on display at the Cabildo.

tells the story of the local 19th-
century composers who predated
jazz.

m At the Museum of the Southern Jew-
ish Experience, “Holocaust Survivors
in a New Land: The New Ameri-
cans Social Club of New Orleans”
tells the story of European
refugees who made new lives for
themselves in postwar America.

m If you're still gripped with
semiquincentennial fever, there
are three exhibits to see in the
French Quarter: “American
Revolution: The Augmented Ex-
hibition” at The Historic New Orleans
Collection and “Galvez and Louisi-

ana in the American Revolution”
and “Bienvenue Lafayette” at The
Cabildo.

m For art lovers, there’s
“Burke’s Delight: The Stacey and
Michael Burke Collection” at the
0gden Museum of Southern Art, where
the exhibit “Louisiana Contempo-
rary 2026” has opened just in time
for Museum Month; “Michalo-
poulos: Mystical Expressionism”
is on the top floor of the Cabildo;
and “Sévres Magnifique: French
Porcelain from the Collection of
Thomas B. Lemann” can be found
at the New Orleans Museum of Art.

m At The National WWII Museum, there

are two changing exhibits now on
view: “Come Back Fighting: USS
New Orleans at War” and the trav-
eling exhibit “Drawn to Combat:
Bill Mauldin and the Art of War.”

Note: The Presbytére is closed
through Sept. 30 for building up-
grades, so the lovely exhibit “Ori-
gins of New Orleans Black Carni-
val Society: The Story of the Illinois
Clubs” didn’t make this list. Co-cu-
rated by Kelly Dorsey Parker and
Kim Vaz-Deville, it will remain on
view through March 15, so consider
it a post-Museum Month priority.

Museum Month is also an ex-
cellent time to explore local mu-
seums that may be flying under
your radar.

B The American Italian Cultural Center
in the Central Business District
outlines the social, cultural and
commercial contributions made
by that immigrant community, as
well as the many challenges its
members faced in their new land.
(Thanks to Louis Prima, y’all!)

® The Louisiana Civil Rights Museum
near the downriver entrance to
the Ernest N. Morial Convention
Center offers an engaging intro-
duction to the local mid-20th cen-
tury fight for Black equality.

u The Tate, Etienne and Prevost Center
is a Lower 9th Ward landmark
for civil rights that’s been refash-

ON THE CALENDAR

M Friends of the Cabildo will launch
a monthlong series of virtual weekly
lectures at 6 p.m.Tuesday . The topic
this time: “The Galvez Regiment
Composure” by Robert Freeland.
friendsofthecabildo.org.

M At 12:30 p.m.Wednesday at
the New Orleans Museum of Art,
preparator Louise Neal will lead a
gallery talk on the Ella West Freeman
Wall Project. noma.org.

B The Historic New Orleans
Collection’s Antiques Forum, which
this year carries the theme “Material
Belief: Objects of Faith, Spirit

and Tradition,” takes place Friday
through Aug. 9. A ticketed event with
add-on field trips, receptions, meals
and vault tours. This year, the forum
will feature a free session open to
nonregistrants at 3 p.m. Friday. Its
theme is “Fashioning Belief and
Commitment.” hnoc.org.

M The Historic BK House

and Gardens will stage a free
“Bicentennial Birthday Bash”
block party from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Aug. 11. Its theme is “Boldly defying
demolition since 1826!” bkhouse.org.

ioned into an interpretive center.

® The Great American Alligator Museum
is a little kitschy (gator salt-and-
pepper shakers, anyone?) but fas-
cinating in its exploration of the
roles of reptiles in our lives.

Finally, a few Museum Month
participants are offering special
tours and events:

m Guided tours at The Historic
New Orleans Collection (normally
a ticketed offering at the other-
wise free museum) are part of the
promotion.

® The Hermann-Grima and Gallier
Historic Houses will offer after-hours
events on consecutive Wednes-
days (Aug. 19 at Gallier, Aug. 26
at Hermann-Grima), where mem-
bers of other museums receive a
$5S discount.

Dave Walker focuses on behind-
the-scenes coverage of the
region’s many museums here
and at www.themuseumgoer.
com. Email Dave at dave@
themuseumgoer.com
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m Bl Rare3Bed, 3 Bath 3,862 sqft corner condo

—_ e designed and owned by renowned architect
ARTHUR DAVIS' PRIVATE

1919-21 S Rendon St $324,900 3809 Dauphine St $479, 000
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ceilings, custom stained glass, expansive
entertaining spaces, multiple balconies.
Amenities also include 3 indoor parking
spaces, rooftop pool and fitness center. All
steps from downtown attractions and the
French Quarter. A Must See!

Lane Lacoy

910 Tullulah Ave $399,000 626 St Maurice Ave

$219,000

Historic Home Specialist
Associate Broker/Realtor
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Here’s a deal!, Charming
Marigny 2 independent BR,

_ 1.5 BA sidehall single, double 4 BEDROOMS | 7 BATHS | 6,393 SQ.FT

parlors, LOTS of natural light,

gleaming refinished pine 936 Esplanade Avenue
| floors, fireplaces/mantles, high

ceilings, central airheat, covered 6 BD 7 BA 3790 SF $1,199,000

. front porch for relaxing, BIG
e eat-in kitchen/stainless/granite,
washer & dryer, Generac

i generator, fenced yard. Walk to
% Crescent Park & French Quarter.

5 APARTMENTS | ENTIRE BUILDING FOR SALE

B www.lanelacoy.com

BONNIE J. MOREL

504-912-9997
.. BMorel71@aol.com

25065 HEMPHILL ROAD

- lane@lanelacoy.com &

3001 GENERAL DEGAULLE DRIVE,
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BELLE CHASSE * $295, 000
Spacious 3 Bds/1.5 Ba home on an oversized
lot. Features fireplace, formal dining, spacious

sunroom & new fortified roof.

21365 SOUTHERN PINES

PORT SULPHUR 5359 000

Charmmg retreat on 10 acres overlook- f§f Waterfront 3Bds/2Ba home, fully furnished,
ing lake! 3 Bds / 2 Bas. Dining room w/ f§ - covered porches w/water views, elevator,
wood deck. 2 car garage w/ office. private dock & hoist.

BUSH 5420 000

2284 COLOMBO 1112 KEPLER STREET

Tricia.King@compass.com
M: 7227640 | O: 504.861.7575
Licensed in Louisiana

Crescent Sotheby's International Realty
215 M. Columbia Street, Covington, L4
985.200.4802

TriciaKing.com
7934 Maple Street | NOLA
2734 Prytania Street | NOLA
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GRETNA * $195,900 PONCHATOUU\ S164 900

Adorable 3Bds/1Baw/ Wd Firs, Liv, Charming Starter Home! 3 Bds /
Din, Kit & tons of Nat'l Light. Off St 2 Bas. Open liv room w/ kitchen +
Prkg w/carport, fncd yd & much more! & din, 3 porches, fenced lot, off-st pkg.

COMPASS
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_ HARVEY * $270,000
Spacious 4Bd/2.5Ba home w/office,
game room, covered patio, attached

garage, carport & circular drive.




